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Programme Note

Soil Transmitted Helminthes (STH) are of significant publhc health concern for India. Arcunc
68% of children estirnated to be at visk of parasitic. intestinal worm infestation. Evidence hae
shown detrimental impact of STH infestation on physical growth-anemia, under nutntion and
cognitive deveiopment as well as school attendance. Periodic deworming can recuc e the
t~snsmission of worm infections. During 2015, mass deworming was conducted across i states
covering more than 89 miilion children. '
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Based on this experience, Government of India has decided to conduct annual mass
deworming by observing National Deworming Day (NDD) across the country through: schools
and anganwadi centers. STH prevalence in Kerala is 47.4 and hence bi-annual deworming is
recommended by WHO(10"™ Avugust 2016 and 10" February 2017). This will be accompanied
by jntensive awareness generation activities focusing benefits of consuming Albendazole and
adopting sanitation and hygiene practices. '

Com,erted etforts from the four departuments at the State. District and Block level are
required to ensure effective implementation and increased coverage of the program. We seek
your support for the same through active partzc1pat10n of the Deparuments of Health, Public
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instructions, Voccassional Higher Secondary Education, Higher Secondary Education, socia
Justice and tribal welfare in the upcoming NDD 2016.

Jhe following steps are suggested to strengthen the coordination amongst the four
stakeholder departments at State, Disirict and block levels for the NiJD program:
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i, All the key stakeholder departments to coordinate with Department of Health in
effective rolling out of NDD.

2. Establishment of District level coordination commitiees to be chaired by the District
Collector/ lilla Panchayath President respectively.
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3. DPL DHSE DVHSE and Direcior Social Justice Department 10 prov ide 1he
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Tesartment of Health with the desired sumboers of target age group to cover all children 1-19

years age group, so as 1o ensure adequate procurement and supply o1 Albendazole table*':: 5*; TAGE

~avaijable for conducting NI,

4. All the departmemb will put National Deworming Day as one of the agerda 0 2l
periodic meetings to reinforce key messages for the prograr: and facihitate high coverage.



5. Training.of functionaries from General Education, Higher Education, HSE. VHSE and
Sociai Justice Department to be supported by Health depariment at State and District level. while
oiocK ievel trammg of teachers and anganwadi wo_rkers to be led by respective departments.
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6. All stakeholder departments to dlssemmate the IEC material provided by the

Depa1 tment of Health to the schools. anganwadis and commumty as appropriate for increasing
program awareness and facilitate greater coverage.

7. Officials of all the stakeholder departments are mandated to unde:take field v131ts for
momtonng and supportive supervision on the NDD and mop up day.

9. Reporting formats filled by schools and Aganwadi centers to be collected by Junior
Public Health Nurses from schools and anganwadis within the speciﬁedl timelines.

We are confident that with your support for the NDD program, we will collectii/ely be

able to reach out to.all the children in the age group 1-19 years and help i improve their quality of
life with improved health and educational outcomes '
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